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Dear Valued Customer;


Thank you for choosing Akron Music Studios for your 

musical needs.  At this time, I would like to mention that Akron

Music also offers private lessons and repair work at highly competitive

rates.  Stop in to see us on Main Street, or visit us on-line at www.akronmusicstudios.com .


As an actively involved member of the Akron Community, it is important to me that your child receives the best musical education that they can.  This means making sure that you, the parent, are well-informed on the options available to you.  This packet contains a large amount of valuable information pertaining both to renting an instrument and getting involved in music in general.  If you have a question that you don’t see answered here, please feel free to stop in the store and ask.  If we can’t help you, we’ll point you in the direction of someone who can.

Playing a musical instrument can be a very rewarding journey.  Thank you for letting us assist your child in taking their first few steps!
Stacey A. Nicastro,

Owner & Instructor

Akron Music Studios Inc.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS:
I don’t know anything about musical instruments.  Where can I go for help?

When in doubt, ASK!  Your child’s music teacher is a good place to start.  Local music stores are also here to help clarify things.  Call us or stop in anytime!  While there are several good sites available on-line, specific information differs from person to person.  Whenever possible, try to consult a real, live human being.

The most important thing is to BE SUPPPORTIVE of your child.  The first year is always the hardest.  Your budding musician may need some help staying on track.

I have an old instrument sitting down in the basement.  Can my child use this for lessons?

YES-BUT!!!  There are a few specific things to check out before using an older instrument.  Most importantly, make sure that this is the instrument your child has decided on with their music teacher; an old family flute won’t do you much good if your son is supposed to be starting violin!

Next, I highly recommend having any used instrument checked out by a qualified instrument repair technician at a local music store.  Most stores offer a “playing condition” repair service, which means they will fix only what is necessary to make the instrument usable.  You might also want to ask about having it professionally cleaned.
Should I rent an instrument, or buy one?

There are advantages to both.  I highly recommend rental to begin, simply because it gives your child a chance to try out the instrument without you making a final purchase.  If your child decides to quit or switch instruments, you can return it to the store at no additional cost.  Also, most repairs associated with normal wear and tear are generally paid for by the store you are renting from.  Ask about specific details.

Buying a used instrument is a cheaper option in the long run, but it does have it’s own set of risks.  You will be financially responsible for repairs, but if your child decides to quit or switch, the instrument remains in your possession.  

There are advantages to buying an instrument outright; for one, you won’t have to make monthly payments on it.  Owning an instrument also gives a student a sense of responsibility, and often encourages him or her to take better care of it than they would a rental.

How about buying an instrument on-line?

This is a VERY risky option, which may or may not pay off in the long run.  Think of it like buying a car on-line:  You’re about to purchase an item you haven’t seen beforehand.  You may be able to look at pictures, but you really won’t know what you’re getting until it arrives.  Are you really going to buy the cheapest thing you see?  How about purchasing a brand you’ve never heard of, just because it’s a good deal?  

Regardless of where it comes from, this instrument is going to be around your house for awhile.  Do your research and try to make an informed decision.  Here are my three suggestions before purchasing anything on-line:
1. Read Reviews:  A simple search on the instrument’s brand name will usually turn up tons of feedback.  If others are saying it’s a piece of junk, it probably is.

2. Don’t Buy The First One You See:  Even if it looks like a “never-to-be-repeated” deal, there’s a good chance it will be.  Take your time and shop around.  Gather info and compare prices.

3. Ask For A Serial Number:  This is my personal favorite trick; Musical Instruments that have been manufactured by one of the trustworthy, big name companies (such as Bach, Conn, Jupiter and Yamaha) ALWAYS have a serial number stamped on the body of the instrument.  Cheaply made imitation instruments are generally stamped out of a mold; if there’s no serial number, it’s probably not a good investment.  Ask the seller before you buy.
Why do I have to submit a credit card number?

Unfortunately, not everyone is as honest as we would like to believe.  Keeping your credit card information on file is just a precautionary measure to insure we are able to keep contact with you at all times, and are able to process payments on a regular basis.  You may opt to pay by check or cash if you perfer.  Akron Music Studios will NEVER share your credit information with outside sources.

OK, so how much is this going to cost?

I’m glad you asked!  Read on….


RENTAL INFORMATION
For your convenience, Akron Music Studios offers 2 different rental packages.  All of our instruments are 100% guaranteed from day one.  Each comes complete with its own case and accessories (including valve oil, reeds, slide grease and similar items, as applicable).  If for some reason, you are not completely satisfied with the quality of the instrument you receive, we will do whatever we can to make it right.

We do ask that when you sign off on our contract, you leave a small deposit of either $10 or the equivalent of the first month’s payment.  If you choose to make the first month’s payment, your next payment will not be due until August.  Please note that all prices listed below do NOT include tax.

Also, Akron Music specializes in private lessons for beginner of all ages.  Sign your child up for our Summer Music package (5 lessons for $70) and you pay just $15 to rent their instrument for THE WHOLE SUMMER.

PRICING TABLE – Rent to Own
	Instrument
	List Price
	Your Price
	Cost Per Month

	Flute
	$750
	$562
	$18

	Clarinet
	$735
	$551
	$18

	Oboe
	$1960
	$1420
	$32

	Bassoon
	$4665
	$4313
	$45

	Alto Saxophone
	$1590
	$1412
	$32

	Tenor Saxophone
	$1815
	$1614
	$35

	Trumpet
	$835
	$552
	$22

	French Horn (Single)
	$2120
	$1647
	$35

	French Horn (Double)
	$3040
	$2469
	$38

	Trombone
	$945
	$681
	$24

	Baritone
	$1475
	$1218
	$28

	Tuba
	$3775
	$2830
	$42

	Snare Drum Kit
	$300
	$210
	$8.75


Packages:
Rent to Own (RO):  All pricing information on the previous table reflects our RENT TO OWN (RO) packages.  Rent to Own instruments are BRAND NEW when you receive them.  Every payment you make from your first deposit goes directly towards the purchase of the instrument.  Payments are made by cash, check or credit card at the beginning of every month, and continue through the final purchase payment (usually within 3 – 4 years).  At any time, you may opt to buy out your RO instrument, in which case Akron Music will deduct 20% from your remaining payments.  

RO instruments also feature a trade-up option, which allows your child to switch instruments at no additional cost to you: If at any time, your child decides they would like to switch instruments, either to a different one or to a more advanced model of the same, you can return your RO instrument to the store and have all your previous payments transferred to another instrument.  If you have already purchased your child’s instrument outright from us and wish to trade up, we will offer you a fair trade in price towards the purchase of your next instrument.  
Rent and Return (RR):  Rent and return instruments are high quality new and used instruments that are available for lease for up to one year.  RR instruments cost $3 less per month than their newer counterparts, but are still guaranteed by the studio from your first deposit.

RR instruments are NOT for sale.  They are available for use for up to a year from the date of contract.  At the conclusion of the first year of service, you will receive a letter from Akron Music, asking if you are interested in returning your RR instrument for a Rent to Own model.  Should you choose this option, all payments put towards the RR instrument will be transferred towards payment for your new RO instrument.  

A Rent and Return instrument is also eligible for trade in.  However, should your child decide to switch instruments while using an RR instrument, the new instrument will immediately take over the remainder of the old contract.  For example, if your daughter starts off playing flute, but decides after six months she’d rather play clarinet, the Rent and Return clarinet will only be available to you for the last six months of the original contract.  All details regarding switching to a Rent to Own instrument after the first year are still applicable.
Dent and Repair (DR) Coverage:  For an additional $2 per month, you can get the peace of mind that comes with knowing your child’s instrument is covered in case of loss or damage.  Akron Music will cover all repair costs associated with normal wear and tear on an instrument for the entire rental period, including theft or other total loss of the instrument. *Note* DR Coverage is considered null and void in situations where it can be determined by a qualified repair professional that the instrument has been either subjected to negligence or home-attempted repairs.

 Purchasing Used Instruments:  Akron Music does carry a limited number of used instruments for sale.  Please stop in or check out our website to see the current selection.
Akron Music Studios Inc.


39 Main St, (Next to Sunday’s Child)


542-4757


www.akronmusicstudios.com





STORE HOURS:


Monday: 3PM – 9PM


Tuesday: 3PM – 9PM


Wednesday: 3PM – 9PM


Thursday: 3PM – 9PM


Friday: 3PM – 7PM


Saturday: 10AM – 3PM











